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This Global Emergency Update provides the latest reports from our teams and partners carrying out vital emergency 
relief and recovery efforts around the world. Our work is possible thanks to the generous support of private and 
public donors, the dedication of local partners, and the unwavering presence of Caritas and the local Catholic Church.  
 

SOUTH ASIA 
In Nepal, CRS emergency relief is well underway in the aftermath of the devastating 7.8-magnitude earthquake that 
struck in April. CRS, with Caritas Nepal, has provided 70,351 people with emergency relief ahead of the imminent 
monsoon season.  
 

AFRICA  
In Burundi,  a political crisis has led to widespread demonstrations and the flight of 92,099 refugees to neighboring 
countries. CRS is responding in Tanzania and supporting Caritas Rwanda with vital relief and support. 
 

In Nigeria,  1.5 million have fled the increasing violence of jihadist group Boko Haram, which has carried out attacks in 
the northeastern part of the country and killed an estimated 10,000 people. CRS is providing critical health care, 
nutrition and other support. 
 

In West Africa, communities have seen a positive turning point in the fight against Ebola, as Liberia was declared 
Ebola-free. CRS continues to help people recover amid devastation to economies, health and education.   
  

In Central African Republic,  CRS teams and partners are providing relief to thousands displaced by deadly conflict. 
Our support includes shelter, food, living supplies, agricultural recovery and conflict resolution. 

 

In South Sudan, CRS is working with communities and the Church to help hundreds of thousands of people uprooted 
by conflict. Fear of hunger is on the rise. CRS is providing shelter, living supplies, water, and seeds and farming tools.  
 

EUROPE, ASIA AND THE MIDDLE EAST 
In eastern Ukraine,  CRS and Caritas Ukraine are expanding relief in the heated conflict that has uprooted millions and 
claimed thousands of lives. Support includes food, hygiene, living and winter supplies, and care for children.  
 

In Pakistan,  the southern Sindh province is suffering from a third year of severe drought, which has parched 
agricultural land. CRS is introducing better livestock management techniques, and providing animal fodder and feed.    
 

In Iraq,  internal armed conflict has displaced more than 2 million people. CRS and Caritas Iraq are providing 
displaced families with comprehensive relief, including living supplies, shelter support and child-friendly spaces. 
 

Syrian refugees continue to flee the devastating civil war that has left their country in ruins. CRS is providing support 
to more than 500,000 people, including a major investment in children’s care and education. 
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NEPAL EARTHQUAKE 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Context  
CRS teams in Nepal have moved into the second phase of emergency relief efforts, 

focusing on transitional shelter, and critical water, sanitation and hygiene materials to 

help families prepare for the imminent monsoon season.  
 

The people of Nepal are still recovering from the 7.8-magnitude earthquake that 

devastated the country on April 25, claiming 8,669 lives. An estimated 505,745 homes 

were fully destroyed and 279,300 were damaged.  
 

Shelter is an urgent priority, as many families continue to sleep outside. The main 

challenge is isolated areas: CRS is using tractors and helicopters to transport supplies 

and staff to hard-to-reach villages at extremely high elevation. 
 

The monsoon season is expected to begin this month, delaying construction of permanent homes and increasing the 

urgency to provide families with shelter and living supplies before the heavy rains. Poor road conditions continue to 

pose challenges even at the end of this dry season. On May 12, a second—7.3-magnitude—earthquake struck, 

worsening conditions for many recovering from the first quake and causing landslides and further damage to homes. 
 

CRS Response   

CRS has provided 13,430 families with emergency shelter materials, blankets, and water treatment and hygiene 

kits. We’re also providing transitional shelter supplies—corrugated iron sheeting, water and sanitation materials—for 

the monsoon season. With Caritas Nepal, CRS is focusing on the hard-hit districts of Gorkha, Lamjung and Dhading. 

We have 30 staff on the ground. Including Caritas Nepal, the number of staff surpasses 100.  
 

Impact to Date  

¶ Distributed relief materials and shelter supplies (tarps/blankets) to 12,495 families. 

¶ Provided a 3-month supply of water, sanitation and hygiene kits to 1,824 families. 

¶ Reached 790 families with transitional shelter supplies, including corrugated iron sheets. 

¶ In the next 2–3 weeks, will provide 6,250 families with shelter materials or cash grants to purchase 
items. 

¶ Started rebuilding of Gorkha markets by supporting 70 vendors whose shops were destroyed. We’re 
clearing debris, which will allow construction of transitional shops. 

 

CRS is the first organization to distribute shelter materials in northern Gorkha District, overcoming logistics 
challenges to reach the most affected populations in these areas. CRS is using World Food Program helicopters to 
deliver corrugated iron sheets and toolkits to households in Lho. Long-term recovery efforts, starting in October, 
will focus on reconstructing housing to be more resilient, and restoring markets and livelihoods. 

ȰWe are shaken but not 
beaten. We shall rise as 
one stronger Nepal. It 
may take a little longer, 
but rise we shall.ȱ 

—Father Pius Perumana  
Executive Director 

Caritas Nepal 
 
 

Right: CRS transports 
corrugated iron sheets 
for transitional shelter 
via helicopter to Luo 
village in the elevated, 
isolated northern 
Gorkha district. Photos 
by John Shumlansky/CRS 
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Context  

A political crisis in Burundi has led to widespread demonstrations and the flight of 92,099 people to neighboring 

countries. Of the more than 90,000 Burundian refugees, 47,929 have fled to Tanzania, 28,409 to Rwanda, 9,798 to 

Democratic Republic of Congo and 5,952 to Uganda. 

On April 25, the ruling party in Burundi announced that President Pierre Nkurunziza had been elected to represent 

the party for a third term in presidential elections scheduled for this month. Opposition leaders called for peaceful 

protests. They say the constitution and the Arusha Accords set a two-term limit on the presidency. The ruling party 

claims President Nkurunziza is eligible to run because his first term—when he was elected by parliament and not the 

people—does not count.  

Deadly conflicts between protestors and security forces ensued as the government sought to block protesters from 

entering the city center, saying that all demonstrations would be considered illegal. Many neighborhoods have set up 

barricades to keep security forces and youth militias out. In early May, the Burundi Constitutional Court ruled in favor 

of President Nkurunziza’s eligibility for a third term. The U.S. Embassy and the European Union Mission both 

criticized the verdict, saying jurists were pressured.  

On May 13, the opposition attempted a coup while the president was attending a regional summit. The coup failed, 

and a leader of the opposition, Zedi Feruzi, was killed. Private radio stations have been burned, and only the national 

radio and television station controlled by the government, and the Catholic Church’s radio station, Radio Maria, are 

broadcasting.  

The United Nations Emergency Fund released $15 million to support refugees. 
 

CRS Response 

Tanzania—Supporting our local partner Caritas Kigoma to provide relief at the main refugee transit site, Lake 

Tanganyika Stadium, as refugees move to Nyaraguru camp. CRS and Caritas are registering refugees at the stadium 

and providing food; medical assistance; and water, sanitation and hygiene. CRS and Caritas also are supporting 20 

health promoters to spread messages about maintaining hygiene at the stadium. We’ll soon be providing water, 

sanitation and hygiene activities at Nyarugusu camp. 
 

Rwanda—Supporting Caritas Rwanda with funds for nutritional supplementation for pregnant and nursing mothers, 

and children under 5, in transit camps and main camps.  

Mahama refugee camp, Kirehe district 
Rwanda. Photo by Michael Stulman/CRS 
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NIGERIA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Context  

Nigerians are fleeing the increasing violence of jihadist group Boko Haram, which has carried out attacks in the 
northeastern part of the country and killed an estimated 10,000 people. The group’s acts include planting bombs in 
public places, abducting women and girls, forcefully conscripting young men and boys, and destroying villages and 
towns.  
 

At least 1.5 million Nigerians have been displaced and are living with host families or in camps. The economic system 
has taken a heavy hit in the northeastern states of Yobe, Adamawa and Boko Haram’s home state of Borno, 
devastating local agriculture and people’s opportunities to earn income. 

 

According to Famine Early Warning Network, up to 3 million people will be unable to meet basic food needs by July 
without humanitarian assistance. Violence has seriously impacted people’s ability to farm, herd livestock and trade 
goods. While overall food production in Nigeria is average or higher this year, displacement and insecurity have 
dramatically reduced production in Borno, northern Adamawa and southern Yobe.  
 
CRS Response 

¶ Health Care—Supporting 259,483 vulnerable people with care for malnutrition, diarrhea, pneumonia and 

other health concerns that can be deadly if untreated. We provide these services at health camps and 

temporary clinics set up in underserved communities.  

¶ Malaria Prevention and Care—Providing malaria awareness, testing, treatment, prevention and referrals for 

49,000 people in communities that have severely limited access to quality health care because of the 

insurgency. We’ve successfully administered anti-malarial drugs to 2,249 people, provided mosquito nets to 

1,472 people and used rapid diagnostic kits with 2,957 people. 

¶ Emergency Food AssistanceɂDistributing food and cash vouchers to displaced families.  

CollaborationɂCoordinating a process for defining households and household size to improve equity and 

collaboration across humanitarian groups.  

 
  

#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔ ÆÒÏÍ #23ȭ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÏÆ ÎÕÔÒÉÔÉÏÎ 
outreach to families across rural Kwande. Photo 
by Michael Stulman/CRS 
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WEST AFRICA: EBOLA CRISIS 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Context  

As of June 11, the World Health Organization reported 27,273 cases of Ebola and 11,173 deaths across West Africa. 
Remarkable inroads have been made in prevention: Last month, Liberia was declared Ebola-free. Still, local 
economies, health and education are suffering.  
 

CRS Response  

CRS is managing a response totaling $18.4 million, focused on breaking the cycle of Ebola transmission by: 
¶ Improving community and health worker awareness and protection  
¶ Strengthening health communications through culturally appropriate radio messages and toolkits   
¶ Ensuring comprehensive contact tracing and monitoring  
¶ Promptly referring people with symptoms to holding centers for testing 
¶ Transferring all positive cases for care and treatment 
¶ Ensuring access to safe and dignified burials for Ebola victims and their families  

 

Impact to Date 

Regionwide 
¶ Hygiene kits and hand-washing stations for 8,500 families 
¶ Awareness messaging to more than 2 million people 
¶ Training for 1,600 community and religious leaders, and 2,600 volunteers, to carry out information campaigns 

Sierra Leone 
¶ Safe burials for 8,070 people led by CRS teams trained in safe burial procedures  
¶ Support for an Ebola response fleet of 121 vehicles, 199 motorcycles, and critical protection and medical 

equipment  
¶ Training for 72 community volunteers on intensive counseling and other support for children affected by 

Ebola 
¶ Providing 700 children with counseling and psychosocial support 

Guinea 
¶ Training and equipment for 3,673 health workers at 200 facilities that care for 3 million people 
¶ Construction of a holding center where people who have been in contact with Ebola can be tested  
¶ Food assistance to 143,000 people in vulnerable households, including quarantined contacts 
¶ The country’s first ever food voucher program, for 2,000 families in the Forest region 

Liberia  
¶ Reopened a 150-bed Catholic hospital in Monrovia and assessed the hospital’s services 
¶ Established triage and isolation/holding areas, supplying protective equipment and improving hand-washing 

stations in 7 Catholic health facilities 
¶ Provided discharge kits for 3,000 Ebola survivors  
¶ Trained 892 health care workers in infection control and prevention 

Mali  
¶ Distributing 258 hand-washing kits to 58 Catholic schools and 26 health centers 
¶ Training 70 staff on prevention practices, and 94 new volunteers on community awareness and prevention  

CRS trained more than 3,600 health care workers in 
Guinea Photo by Michael Stulman/CRS 
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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Context 

Civil strife has destroyed millions of lives in the Central African Republic. More than 
5,000 people have been killed in the past 2 years, as the Seleka and anti-balaka 
groups battle for power and control. Nearly 1 million people have been displaced 
from their homes, with nearly half seeking refuge in neighboring countries. In May, 
insecurity worsened around Bouar and Bangui.  
 

The annual pastoralist migration continues with herds of cattle passing through 
Ouham. In early May, CRS hosted a historic gathering of political and traditional 
leaders, armed group leaders, African and other international political leaders, and 
civil society members. The objective of the weeklong forum was to develop a road 
map for progress on security, peace, reconciliation, governance, and economic and 
social development. The forum ended with a signed accord.  
 

CRS Response  

CRS teams and partners are working to provide relief for thousands of people in 
Bossangoa, Bouar, Bangui and Boda, with shelter, food, living supplies, agricultural recovery and conflict resolution.  
 

Impact to Date  

Food, Agriculture, Livelihoods  
¶ For the 2015 crop season, supported 18,941 families in Bossangoa, Lobaye and Boda with seeds and tools.  
¶ Provided training and kits—with seed preservation materials and cassava mills—for 50 farmer groups 
¶ Offered technical training for 250 families on preparing land for rebuilding and placing latrines  
¶ Engaged 450 people in cash-for-work activities in Lobaye to repair 15 miles of road  
¶ Launched Savings and Internal Lending Communities program in Bouar  

Shelter and Living Supplies  
¶ Established community shelter committees to be trained in techniques to build back better  
¶ Provided shelter kits to 5,200 families, living supply kits to 12,221 families and firewood to 1,000 families  
¶ Repaired 2 bridges, allowing access to 32 villages and 2,000 people previously unreached by assistance 
¶ Documented shelter destruction in Lobaye and Bossangoa, using GPS to improve quality of programming 

Social Cohesion  
¶ Trained field workers to use a medical questionnaire to capture disease outbreaks in an early warning system 
¶ Installed radios in 20 communities involved in peacebuilding to connect them to an early warning system 
¶ Constructed an FM radio station in Rafai to share humanitarian and peacebuilding information 
¶ Facilitated a workshop on risk and resource mapping for local leaders in 3 key areas of Bouar 
¶ Conducted workshops on gender relations and gender-based violence, and trained staff to raise awareness  
¶ Hosted peacebuilding and trauma-healing workshops for 800 interfaith and local leaders; trained 30 trainers 
¶ Engaged 90 community members in risk and resource mapping near the Chad and Cameroon borders 
¶ Supported distributions, logistics, staff training and other infrastructure improvements for Caritas partners   
 

,ÏÄÉÔÔÏ "ÁÓÉÌÅȭÓ house, left, was destroyed by violence. WÉÔÈ #23ȭ ÈÅÌÐȟ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÁÂÌÅ 
to rebuild. Photo by Michael Stulman/CRS 

ȰMy house was burned with 
everything in it. The most 
detrimental part was losing 
my childrenȭs birth 
certificates. I thank God for 
the help CRS gave to me 
because, thanks to these 
doors and windows, I can 
keep my family safe inside. 
)ȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÁÎË ÔÈÅ 
American people who helped 
CRS support this 
community.ȱ 

ɂLoditto Basile, Bossongoa 

http://newswire.crs.org/repairing-bridges-critical-for-delivering-aid-central-african-republic/
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SOUTH SUDAN 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 
 

Context 

Parts of South Sudan have been embroiled in brutal conflict since December 2013, when a dispute between factions of 
the governing party escalated into armed aggression. Although the conflict’s causes are complex and varied, the 
fighting is reportedly a struggle between the nation’s two largest ethnic groups—Dinka and Nuer. President Salva Kiir 
is from the Dinka tribe and former Vice President Riek Machar, the Nuer. More than a year of peace talks in Addis 
Ababa, and six signed agreements, have not stopped the fighting. Three states—Jonglei, Unity and Upper Nile—are 
still directly affected by the war, and others are affected by the influx of 1.5 million internally displaced people. 
Insecurity continues to pose challenges for people who wish to return to their country and to aid organizations.  
 

The affected areas are already underdeveloped because of decades of war between Sudan and South Sudan. The 
population is largely subsistence farmers and pastoralists, with a limited safety net or financial reserves to cope with 
disasters. Humanitarian assistance has reached 4.8 million people in the past year, despite an extremely difficult 
operating environment, including insecurity, military regulation, few paved roads and severe weather. Many farmers 
could not plant crops in 2014, raising the risk of hunger. In February 2014, the U.N. Security Council described food 
insecurity in South Sudan as catastrophic: the “worst in the world.” 
 

The Catholic Church in South Sudan  

CRS is providing comprehensive support to some of the most vulnerable families in Lakes and Jonglei states. The 
Church is one of the few civil society organizations in South Sudan with the credibility, capacity and broad presence to 
effectively address concerns that affect South Sudan at large. The Church was a powerful force during the Sudan-South 
Sudan civil war, providing basic services and spiritual support. CRS is fortunate to have this vital partner in providing 
immediate relief to communities, as well as the means for people to rebuild their lives. 

 

CRS Response  

From January to June 2015 alone, CRS and Caritas have: 
¶ Distributed 5,666 tons of food and nutritional supplements to 222,175 people 
¶ Received 992 tons of food from Ethiopia to distribute in Akobo County 
¶ Repaired 36 boreholes, formed 9 water user committees and trained 22 committees for improved access to 

clean water  
¶ Trained 103 community hygiene promoters that disseminated hygiene messages to 19,987 people 
¶ Distributed household, hygiene and shelter kits to 10,130 families in Kobo, Twic East, Pochalla, Duk and Bor 

counties 
¶ Trained 4,000 farmers on post-harvest storage and provided 4,000 bags of grain in Bor County 
¶ Provided training for 55 Savings and Internal Lending Communities 
¶ Continued collaboration with the Church and other organizations to support peacebuilding and reconciliation 
¶ Constructed 1,437 new homes for 8,622 people, and 460 emergency shelters for 2,760 people  
¶ Served 5,997 people through food-for-work activities 

CRS hygiene promoter Golda Henry, 36, prepares to 
counsel families in Juba about cholera prevention 
and hygiene practices. Photo by Ric Francis for CRS 
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EASTERN UKRAINE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Context 

CRS and Caritas teams are providing critical humanitarian relief in key areas of Ukraine, where people have fled their 
homes because of armed conflict between Ukrainian government forces and separatist groups in the eastern Donbas 
region. In the past month, violence increased significantly despite the Minsk II cease-fire agreement. Heaviest conflict 
is around the Donetsk airport and in Shyrokyne, a town 12 miles east of Mariupol.  
 

More than 1.2 million people have been displaced within Ukraine, fleeing to the provinces of Kharkiv, Donetsk and 
Zaporizhia, which surround the Donbas region. At least 600,000 people have fled to neighboring countries, primarily 
Russia. Most displaced families are living with family or friends, or renting small rooms or apartments. Only 20 
percent of the displaced people CRS has interviewed have been able to find temporary work; most rely on modest 
government pensions and welfare. Displaced children need counseling. More than 6,000 people have been killed, and 
14,500 wounded, since the conflict began. 
 

In addition, a severe economic crisis affects the whole country. The troubled Ukrainian economy contracted by an 
alarming 17.6 percent in the first quarter of 2015. Annual inflation is 61 percent.  
 

CRS Response 

CRS and Caritas Ukraine are providing a range of support for evolving needs in Kharkiv, Dnetropetrovsk, Donetsk and 
Zaporizhia. We’ve provided emergency food, water, living and shelter supplies for 4,100 families. Priorities include 
shelter subsidies and support; living supplies, including clothing, blankets, soap and cooking sets; and cash grants 
averaging $300. As one of Ukraine’s largest social service agencies, Caritas has a history working with elderly and 
vulnerable people in western Ukraine.  
 

Impact to Date 

¶ Provided 17,000 people—3,200 families—with cash grants to purchase critical living and shelter support  
¶ Expanded cash grant support to help people start or restore small businesses 
¶ Established 4 child-friendly spaces in Kharkiv, Slavyansk, Svetagorsk and Dnepropetrovsk to provide activities 

and counseling  
¶ Supported job seekers in receiving employment counseling and linking to employment opportunities 
¶ Continued to register internally displaced families in Zaporizhia and Odessa. Those who are especially 

vulnerable receive $300 cash, two packages of non-food items, or both. 
¶ Worked to establish a new regional Caritas center in Donetsk that will scale up delivery of humanitarian 

assistance to vulnerable families living in non-government controlled areas. 
 

 
  

This grandmother fled the conflicted Donbas region 
with her family and resettled in a cottage in Izyum. 
Photo by Volodymyr Nechaiev for CRS  
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PAKISTAN 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Context 

A third year of severe drought in Pakistan’s southern Sindh province has led to parched agricultural land, hungry and 
dying livestock, and high rates of malnutrition. Predicted rainfall in the monsoon season—which starts this month and 
lasts through July—is low. CRS teams have reported just 10 days of sporadic light rain since last year’s monsoon.  
 

An estimated 1.2 million people in Tharparkar district are affected. Because of the desperate conditions, people have 
taken desperate measures: getting loans, performing bonded labor, selling healthy livestock and increasingly 
depending on humanitarian assistance.  
 

People of Tharparkar, Bheel and Kohli are returning after their annual migration to plant wheat in Sindh’s interior. 
They’re now preparing to plant Guar, a drought-tolerant bean crop, but most farmers had to purchase their seeds and 
fertilizer on credit because their stocks from previous years were depleted or gone.  
 

In the past 8 months, the Sindh government has provided 5 wheat distributions for affected families. Because these 
were based on census data from 1998, CRS field teams are working with local authorities to ensure that vulnerable 
groups are included.    
 

CRS Response 

CRS is responding with relief and support for 76,050 people. Emergency relief includes dry chopped fodder, or animal 
feed, as well as 3 months’ of nutritional support for small livestock.  CRS has provided: 
 

¶ 960 metric tons of feed and 1,439 metric tons of dry chopped fodder to 8,885 farm families 
¶ Feed to last 3 months for 53,310 small livestock  

 

In the coming months, CRS will conduct livestock management training for 9,000 families on livestock- and drought- 
management techniques including destocking, efficient use of water, controlled and timely grazing, fodder storage, 
and animal health, hygiene, and vaccinations.  

 

Noteworthy: The Impact of Disaster Preparedness Programs in Sindh Province 
 

CRS has supported communities in Tharparkar with disaster preparedness, emergency support and other 
humanitarian assistance for the past 10 years. We are pleased that the communities involved with CRS are more 
resilient than other drought-affected communities. Areas that previously received our support haven’t sought 
external support in this crisis. Instead, they are relying on what they’ve learned about mitigating drought by 
storing water and fodder, building small irrigation systems to grow produce and maintaining healthy animals for 
milking. 

Nazia, 12, of Sindh province. Photo by Asad 
Zaidi for CRS Sindh province 
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IRAQ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Context 

Armed conflict in Iraq has escalated since January 2014, uprooting an estimated 2.6 million people. Many families 
describe fleeing at a moment’s notice after learning that ISIS was nearing their cities and towns. Civilians of all ethnic 
and religious backgrounds have been targeted and displaced, including minority communities such as Yazidis, 
Christians and Turkmen, as well as Shiites and Sunnis. In addition to the massive number of internally displaced 
Iraqis, the country is hosting some 230,000 refugees from Syria who have sought help mainly in the northern 
Kurdistan region. Families in desperate need continue to arrive, straining local resources.  
 

Only one-third of uprooted families in the northern Dohuk region are living in camps. Hundreds of thousands of 
others are living in areas with even scarcer social services. In Kirkuk governorate, nearly 400,000 displaced families 
are living outside of camps. Although some families have taken others into their homes, most displaced families are 
staying in abandoned and dilapidated buildings. They need living supplies and shelter as well as education, counseling 
and other support for their children. Three-quarters of displaced children are not attending school. 
 

CRS Response 

CRS and Caritas Iraq are supporting families with essential food, living supplies and shelter improvements, along with 
education and care for children. CRS and Caritas are expanding child-friendly spaces—large tented areas that provide 
counseling, recreational activities and tutoring—to keep children mentally engaged so they can heal and eventually 
transition to formal schooling.  
 
This summer, CRS and Caritas will be distributing food vouchers to 2,500 families each month. Families can redeem 
the vouchers in the local market for food. CRS teams are setting up an office in Kirkuk governorate, where nearly 
400,000 displaced families are living. CRS and Caritas jointly employ 60 staff and 200 volunteers at offices in Erbil, 
Dohuk and Kirkuk. 
 

Impact to Date 

¶ Reached 58,850 displaced Iraqis with critical cash and other assistance in Dohuk governorate 
¶ Provided 9,833 families, or 54,046 people, with cash and items for winter 
¶ Winterized 770 buildings that provide shelter to 16,675 people, and continued work on 1,000 more buildings 
¶ Established 6 child-friendly spaces for education, play and care for 1,106 children, with 6 more spaces to be 

built 
¶ Constructed 111 latrines serving 468 families, or 3,322 people 

Displaced Iraqi children in Old Shariya go to child-friendly 
spaces for recreational activities, trauma care and informal 
education. Photo courtesy of Etienne Dion/Canadian 
Catholic Organization for Development and Peace 

CRS and Caritas Iraq have 
opened joint offices in Erbil and 
Dohuk 
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SYRIAN REFUGEE CRISIS 

 
 

       
      

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Context  

Conditions remain incredibly challenging for the millions of Syrians who have endured deadly civil conflict over the 
past 5 years. Many Syrian children have grown up in war and struggle. People speak of a lost generation: Half of the 
estimated 3.9 million refugees are children, and a majority of them have been out of school for most of their 
childhoods. It’s the largest forced migration since World War II. Women and children comprise more than 70 percent 
of the refugee population. 
 

Neighboring countries bear a heavy burden as their economies, societies and infrastructure struggle to absorb the 
millions of refugees. Lebanon alone has more than 1.1 million refugees, the highest number per capita in the world.  
 

A growing number of Iraqi refugees are flowing into the same areas, and need similar help. The Catholic Church and 
its social service agencies in the region, including Caritas, have deep roots there, and their network of staff and 
operations allows CRS to help people quickly, efficiently, and with the trust of local communities.  
 

CRS Response  

CRS is responding throughout the region—primarily in Jordan, Lebanon, Egypt and Iraq—to support Syrians as well 
as local communities affected by the influx of refugees. We have provided the following assistance to more than 
500,000 people: 
 
Shelter and rent: Monthly rental stipends help support the majority of refugees who live in urban areas. With few 
options for refugees to work or earn an income, the stipends help prevent homelessness, squatting and destitution.  
 

Children’s education , support and trauma counseling : CRS is supporting education, tutoring, recreational activities 
and trauma counseling for children.   
 

Food: CRS supports cash and voucher programs for people to purchase what they need. This gives families the dignity 
of choice, and helps support the local economy.  
 

Living supplies: Prepackaged relief kits equip new arrivals with essentials such as blankets and bedding, stoves, 
buckets and other key living supplies.   

 

Medical assistance: This includes immediate care for life-threatening wounds, care for chronic conditions like 
diabetes, and maternal and child care.   
 

Hygiene and Sanitation : CRS and our partners are providing vouchers for soap, laundry detergent, diapers, and other 
sanitary supplies to keep families healthy. 
 

Abir, 21, a Syrian mother who fled her home in 
Raqq, holds her daughter Nejwa outside their tent in 
,ÅÂÁÎÏÎȭÓ "ÅËÁÁ 6ÁÌÌÅÙȢ 0ÈÏÔÏ ÂÙ 3ÁÍ 4ÁÒÌÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ 
CRS 

3ÙÒÉÁÎ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÒÅÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÆÕÎ ÄÁÙȭ 
at the CRS and Caritas-supported informal 
school in Mafraq, Jordan. Photo by Andrew 
McConnell for CRS 


